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Balancing the Public Interest with Privacy in the Use of Personal Data
to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 Infections
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To prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection, there is a movement to
use personal data such as personal trajectories. For example, the
Japanese government has requested platform operators and mobile
operators to provide statistical data that will contribute to the
prevention of the spread of the new coronavirus infections. In this
study, we explore the balance between the protection of individual
rights and the use of data in the public interest in emergencies such as
disasters and infectious diseases, using the ongoing COVID-19 as a
concrete example.
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We investigate how countries and regions are using personal data to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and discuss the problems of current
methods from both technical and social institutional perspectives.
Each student is responsible for several countries or regions and
conducts a survey and group discussion based on the survey. The goal
is to learn privacy protection techniques for trajectories, and to
propose an equilibrium point for the protection of individual rights and
the use of data for the public interest. All students will write a report
and present it at the conference or submit a paper, if possible.
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Language
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Japanese/English
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Schedule, location
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See the schedule below.
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participants At least 3, at most 6
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Application deadline

April 10 (Friday)
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Intended participants
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Graduate students of Kyoto University. (If the number of applicants is
more than 6, the higher priority will go to students of Dept. Social
Informatics, and Kyoto University Design School.)
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How to apply
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Send an e-mail to yoshikawa@i.kyoto-u.ac.jp by the deadline. Please
include motivation of application within a few lines.
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Decision of participants
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The notification is due on April 13.
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Relevant classes: Information and Society
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Evaluation and publication
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Active participation (60%), report (20%), and a final presentation
(20%). The result of the final presentation (poster/slide) will be
published at the web site of the Department / Design School.
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The schedule will be changed flexibly according to the students' schedules. The

schedule is subject to change depending on the spread of COVID-19.

aw A S FhENE
Unit Date Location Content
1 16:30-18:00 Zoom FEEEICBT 2R L LR, AT & o B
Tuesday, April 14 EEFAEDT NV—T550F.
Introduction and brief lectures on fundamental issues.
Setting a goal for each student. Grouping of students.
2 April 15 to April 20 KE, SHIIZBIT 3=V F T —Z IR O A
Survey of current personal data collection in each
country and region.
1 16:30-18:00 Zoom COVID-19 LG (LD T= > D 78— F LT — Z U2 B
Tuesday, April 21 T HEINR, VER, 2RI D TR
Preliminary discussion to identify technical, legal and
social problems of collecting personal data to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
2 April 22 to April 30 COVID-19 JEE L IED T2 b D /R — > F L5 — Z I B
T oA, VERY, fEEBIRTEOMRA
Survey of technical, legal and social problems of
collecting personal data to prevent the spread of
COVID-19
3 13:00-18:00 Zoom PN T — AR B . SRS R
Friday, May 1 ST N—TT—7
(tentative) Lecture on personal data protection technologies.
Group work based on survey results.
3 May 2 to May 14 LAR— MER (WWEIZE LI N—T =T 4 )
Report writing (group meetings as needed)
1 13:00-14:30 Zoom ViR — MBS 5 ikam
Friday, May 15 Discussion on the report.
(tentative)
1 July (TBD) TBD BHFER D T2 DY & E
Preparation and practice for the final presentation.
1 July (TBD by TBDby | Fc#&¥es
Department of Social | Department | Final presentation.
Informatics) of Social
Informatics




